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Plan to prevent sea water surge

A FEASIBILITY study will be con-

ducted for a dam diversion project ei-

ther in Nakhon Pathom, or Samut

Songkhram and Sarhut Sakhon, to pre-

vent sea water encfoachment from dam-

;g;ng the country's richest fruit-growing
eit.

Irrigation Department chief Sawasdi
Wattanayakorn said yesterday that the
feasibility study for such a dam has
become necessary because of increasin
salinity of water in Klong Chinda an

the Tha Chin River in Nakhon Pathom. ~

Farmers in Nakhon Pathom's Sam
Phran district have called on the depart-
ment to provide them with more water
pumps (o help circulate the water and to
prevent pollution in Klong Chinda after
a dyke was built early last week to pre-
vent the sea water surge.

The canal is the bloodline for about

50,000 rai of fruit orchards and vegeta-
ble farms in the area.

The land owners also called for a

rmanent watergate to be built to regu-
ate the water flow in the long run. *

Mr Sawasdi said the sea water has
crept into the Tha Chin River as far as
the Sam Phran district office.

The salt contamination rate reached

2.8 grammes per litre on January 14
which was considered hazardous, Salini-
ty increased on Tuesday to 4.85
grammes per litre,
* The Irngation Department has dis-
charged water from Srinakatin Dam in
Kanchanaburi through Klong Chor-
akhe Samphan in Kanchanaburi and
Klong Bangpla-Thasarn in. Nakhon
Pathom at a rate of 50-60 cubic metres a
second to dilute the salt content of the
Tha Chin River.

Khao Laem and Srinakarin Dams
now have water levels at 60-70 per cent
of their normal storage capacity, which
means there is still enough water to
drive out the sea water in the Mae
Klong and Tha Chin rivers, :

Mr Sawasdi said that as a solution the
department planned to build a diversion
dam either at Bang Len district of Nak-
hon Pathom or at Damnoen Saduak
district in Samut Songkhram, which
connects with Muang district of Samut
Sakhon, to solve the problem,

A feasibility study would soon be
conducted on the project.

Saithong Chueybamrung, 54, of
Group 5, Tambon Chinda in Sam Phran
district, said he has 10 rely on a daily
water supply from Klong Chinda to
feed his betel vine, rose apple and lemon

"the canal.

plantations. : oo

When the officials began blocking:
Klong Chinda with a temporary dyke to
keep out saline water, the circulation of -

. water in the canal was obstructed, caus-

ing the water to become stagnant and
polluted each year, he said.

Farmers in Tambon Chinda said they
would need pumps to siphon water
downstream aver the dyke back into the
blocked section of the river to help cir-
culation and supply orchards.

Visit Tanprayoon, 66, a former para-
medic of Tambon Chinda, said the wa-
ter in the canal became polluted after it
was blocked as Klong Chinda had to
accommodate waste water from Muang
district of Nakhon Pathom. This affect-
ed thousands of farming families along
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£-1 MEMERADOBRRREERR

(1990/1991)

Major Rice 132,870 3.1 409,240 | — Yield is average in
Secondary Rice 127,995 3.5 443,823 study area

Sugar 94 3.0 282

Fruit 12,626 4.3 53,863

Vegetable 5,477 15.1 82,429

Other Field Crops 218 15.1 3,292

Fish 5,060 1.2 6,072

Total 284,340 45.2

998,999
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