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The Royal Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia considers the rural development
activities as a main strategy and key to:

-find peace for the people and the nation, and

-better living condition of the people in rural area.

As the evidence, the leaders of the Royal Government paid the close attention to
rural development activities:

tHRH Samdech Krum Prean Norodom Ranariddh, First Prime Minister presided the
Opening Ceremony of "Rural Development and Resettlement Project” in Kompong
Speu and Takeo Provinces on 18th June, 1994 for a harmonious and efficient
implementation of the Project to help people as it was planned.

fSamdech Hun Sen, Second Prime Minister of the Royal Government takes the
opportunity to visit several sites of the Project on l4th November, 1994 to
encourage the Project and the people who participate in the program of rural
development.
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The Project Opening Ceremony on 18th June 1994

The Government of Japan proposed a "Tripartite Cooperation’ of Japan and
ASEAN countries to assist Cambodia in developing rural areas and resettling
displaced persons at the Post-Ministerial Conference in Manila on 24th July,
1992 and the idea was agreed later with the six participating countries in Phnom
Penh on 30th September, 1993 as the "Record of Discussions on the Joint
Cooperation for the Rural Development and Resettlement Project in Cambodia’.
The Government of Japan funds the total project costs through UN organization.

The Project started on Ist December, 1992, constructing rural infrastructure
of 42 km Provincial roads and four development centers in 1993, and built
another center later at Tram Khna. The five countries dispatched 10 experts
from each country with a total of 50 experts including eight women. The experts
started their work after needs study in the target areas. Ministry of Rural
Development attaches a counterpart to each expert to sustain the activities in
the future. The Project aims at improving rural life in Kampong Speu and Takeo
Provinces in the following fields.

Agriculture, Income Generation, Education, Public health

The experts have been trying to transfer basic skills to the local
population, adaptable to the local standard in accordance with the policy of
the Cambodian government. The Project attaches the greatest importance on local
participation.

Other than those daily works. the Project helps people often in emergency
cases as the flood. cholera outbreak and water shortage to paddy fields. The
Project supported "Tree Planting Day . providing 600 tree seedlings. The
Project joined also in "Marathon Race held in July, 1994 along the roads
rehabilitated by the Project to select an athlete for Asian Games in Hiroshima.

3



The golden field of dreams
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Agriculture is a base of rural life. outweighing any other industries in the
rural areas. The Project endeavors on the whole field of agriculture including
rice. small scale irrigation, farm machines, vegetables, fruit tree, subsidiary
crop, livestock and fresh water fish by 22 experts.

Rice growing is aimed at increasing the yield and seed production by
demonstration, training extension workers and farmers, small scale irrigation
and an innovative farming system.

Vegetables and subsidiary crops are introduced intensively to farmers to
utilize idle lands through an integrated farming system contributing to family
nutrition and additional income. Fruit management includes establishment of
nurseries and orchards, selection of good mother trees for asexual propagation
and maintenance of trees. Farm practices are trained to farmers and extension
workers on planting, application of fertilizer, pest control and harvest.
Seminars on food preservation have attracted many housewives in villages, and
are often held with health workers to secure a continuous supply of nutrition.

Animal husbandry works on animal health, grass growing, cattle breeding,
building a model stall, pit compost, silage and incubation of chickens.

Fresh water fish are very important source of protein to the local
population. Fish culture transfers technologies to techinicians and farmers on
fry production through artificial fertilization, hatchery and [ish feeding,
targeting to propagate a million fry of common carp, common silver barb, telapia
and cat fish.

Transfer simple but effective technology

Simple incubator Plant propagation by grafting
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A Chinese maxim says, "Give a man a fish, it will be finished in a day, but
teach him fishing, it will remain in the whole life”. Following the idea, the
Project offers a short term basic skill training ranging from three to Six
months, giving better ways of earning their livings in the rural areas.

The Project provides women and youths with various trainings by 15
instructors in order to generate income as follows;

Dress making, Hair dressing, Ceramics,
Woodworks, Motorcycle repair, Metal fabrication,
Brick laying, Carpentry & joinery, Plumbing and

Electrical installation
All the courses perform a centralized training at development centers of the
Project such as Kampong Speu Main Center, Kong Pisey Sub-center and Takeo Sub-
center. A few courses undertake on-the-job training in practical works as
building schools by trainees of brick laying course and carpentry & joinery
course for example, joining in educational activities.

All the training courses attract many people for participation, totalling
368 trainees so far. All the courses received more candidates of trainees than
planned and sometimes too many. Trainees really hope and are confident to
plift their livings in the future through these courses. One may work with
somebody or open up his own business after completing the training.
At the end of a course, all the trainees are offered a Certificate of
Achievement issued by Ministry of Rural Development and the Project which may
hetp them find a job.
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Building schools for the future of the nation
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Upen vour eves to the outside world through learning English

According to a baseline survey held by the Project in June, 1994, 64% of
children go to school in Kong Pisey District, Kampong Speu Province, 58% of
girls and 72% of boys . And literacy rate is 62.4% among adult population,
43. 1% of women and 89.6% of men in the area.

Bducation needs a lot of money for the nation or for an individual. The
future of the nation, however, relies on children, and their education plays the
core roll in developing a country. Therefore, education is taken as the biggest
investment for the future of the nation.

Education section in the Project was allocated the highest budget for the

vear of 1994 as well and it has been deploying its activities in improving
preschool education, supporting primary education and English education.
The Project has been assisting in rehabilitation of buildings at five schools
according to the priority set through studies on primary schools in the two
Provinces. The Project strictly keeps the principle that the Project assists
scnools only when the beneficiaries participate in the work. The Project
provides construction materials and building skills, but labors should be
provided by the local population, though it often takes long time to agree with
the people. But it is a necessary procedure Lo be taken before starting to work.
The Project has been delivering school stationaries such as pencils., notebooks.
etc. where tne needs are very high in collaboration with PTA in Japan and CARE
Japan.

Teachers of preschools are given guidance of new teaching methods in Kampong
Spew and Taken. Two English teachers have been training teachers and srovincial
staff at Pedagoyy scnoo! and high school responding to the high demand for

English education ia the rural areas [
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Proper sanitation means healthy living
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The practice of Public Health in the community is Primary Health Care (PHC).
Why is it Primary Health Care?

Primary Health Care is to promote healthy living conditions, preventive that
it secks measures to prevent diseases in the population by immunization, better
environmental sanitation, better nutrition especially child feeding practice
through organized community efforts and early diagnosis, and curative that minor
ailments are treated at a clinic or health center.

“Don’ t cry, little boy.”

Primary Health Care services at a Communal Clinic or Health Center are:
-Medical and nursing care, including health consultation,
-Materna! and child health care (Prenatal, natal and postnatal care),
-Immunization (BCG, DTC, Polio, Measels for children below 5 years old
and Tetanus for pregnant women)
-Delaying the interval of pregnancy
-tlygiene, environmental sanitation and safe water supply.
~School health and
-Giving information. guidance, counseling or health education on:
-Nutrition,
-Personal hygiene, environmental sanitation and use of safe water,
~Preventing disease,
Promoting health,
“Health problems in the village or in the community and
Maternal and child health care
Erght health workers have been tackling problems matnly atl comsunal clinics,
starting to rehabilitate the clinte facilities., but one of them has bren
working for fmproving adminisirative capacity of a district health office.



ONE BIG FAMILY -The theme of the Project-
- Words by D.T. Dannug (Philippine expert) -
Music by T. Nobe (Japanese volunteer)

One big family

to restore the pride of this land

We felt the need to share our knowledge and
make a dream come true

One big family holding hand in hand

to lead the future with Khmer brothers
Show them how we work with them

and start to grow together

Live together, learn from each other
to show the people that we care

Heiwa to ai soshite hamony (Japanese)
Kapayapaan, pag-ibig at pagkakaisa (Philippine)
Cinta, damai, dan keharmonisan (Indonesian)
Santip, kwaamrak leksaamakkee (Thai)
Cintai, kedamaian dan keharmonian (Malaysian)
Santepiap kasrolanh nung ruomknia (Cambodian)
Peace and love and harmony

will bind our countries forever

Our commitment is our priority

for the love of this country

Kroursa veung tae moi chap dai khnia

Sang ana kut chia moi bong po’ on Khmae

Bong hanh tha yeung thveuka chia moi

neung kdey chomoreourn rourm khnia

Yeung rourh teang oh khnia. sek sa pi khnia
Bong hanh yeung reaksaa kee

One big family

to restore the pride of this land

We felt the need to share our knowledge and
make a dream come true

To make that dream come true

To make our dreams come true

Rural Development & Resettlement Project In the Kingdom of Cambodia

GPO Box : 815

Project Office

462, Monivong Blvd.
Phnom Penh. Cambodia

Tel : 23-27414
23-27372
018-810356

Fax : 015-913135
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